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“To be a naturalist is better than to be a king.” 'SigNeSZ-fi'g AR Z,fgis °

—William Beebe’s journal, December 31, 1893 Full-color illustrations

Creeping silently through the forest day after day, young William Beebe became an expert
tracker, studying birds, fish, insects, and mammals. By the time he was a young man, he was
one of the most knowledgeable naturalists in the country, traveling to Mexico, South America,
and Southeast Asia in search of rare species of birds and other animals. Yet it was not until his
adventure to the Galapagos Islands, where Charles Darwin made his famous observations, that
William became absorbed in the study of marine life, leading him to create a deep-sea diving
vessel called the Bathysphere.

David Sheldon uses his artistic magic to chart the life of this famous naturalist, from his
childhood studying animals in New Jersey through his later years studying birds at the research
station he started in Trinidad.

David Sheldon is the author/illustrator of Barnum Brown: Dinosaur Hunter (Walker). He has also
illustrated several children’s books including Bugs! (Zonderkidz). David lives near Asheville, North
Carolina.

To receive a review copy or to arrange an interview with Mr. Sheldon, please contact
Donna Spurlock at (617) 926-0329, ext. 122, or via email dspurlock@charlesbridge.com.
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