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You’re invited to take a trip to the Lone Star State! 

Jackie Mims Hopkins • Illustrated by Craig J. Spearing 

Start your trip in Brownsville at the southern tip of the great state of Texas and gather some 
fresh fruit and vegetables in the fertile valley. Head to Kingsville and ride with the vaqueros. 
Keep traveling to Corpus Christi, Gonzales, the great city of Houston, and on to East Texas 
where the Caddo tribe once lived. They called themselves tayshas—where Texas got its name.  
Then, like they say in Texas, “Giddyup!” North, south, east, and west, meet the people, see the 
cities and towns, learn about the abundant and diverse nature and wildlife, and find out the rich 
and sometimes turbulent history of America’s twenty-eighth state. 
 
In this revised and re-illustrated edition (originally Tumbleweed Tom on the Texas Trail), Craig 
J. Spearing’s bright and expressive illustrations portray the beauty, history, and pride of the 
people and places of Texas. 
 
Extensive back matter complements the lyrical verse of Jackie Mims Hopkins’s tribute to 
Texas, with further information about the history, nature, and modern-day aspects of each  
region. 
 
 
Jackie Mims Hopkins is the author of Goldie Socks and the Three Libearians (Upstart Books) and The Shelf Elf 
(Upstart Books). As an elementary school librarian, she enjoys connecting teachers and kids with books. She 
makes her home in Houston, Texas. 
 
Craig J. Spearing spent several of his formative years in Texas. He is the illustrator of Prairie Dog Pioneers 
(Turtle Books), and The Great Big Wagon That Rang: How the Liberty Bell Was Saved (Marshall Cavendish). He 
lives in Portland, Oregon.  


